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ife was great for Canada's
Andrew Collins a few years

- ago. He lived in Whistler,
British Columbia, one of the world’s pre-
mier ski and snowboard resorts, spending
his days passionately skiing the deep snows
and steep slopes of the mountainous back-
country. Playing mandolin? Well, he had
an inkling it might be something he'd
want to do someday and he knew instinc-
tively that once he started, he’d fall for it
completely.

So he skied with abandon, scanning
weather reports for powder snowstorms in
search of the perfect run. Eventually, he
hooked up with some musical friends —
“hippie jammers,” he fondly calls them
today — who played a sort of acoustic jam
and bluegrass mix, and his interest in man-
dolin grew again. But what really sent him
over the cliff was seeing the David Grisman
Quintet play live in Seattle eight years ago.

“After seeing him play live, the very
next day I went out and bought a man-
dolin,” Collins admits. “It was weird, it had
a sense of familiarity to it. I remember the
first day [ heard the original David
Grisman Quintet album and it was almost
like I knew what to expect even though I
had never heard it before.”

It was a perfect storm of opportunity and inspiration, dri-
ving him to learn his way around a mandolin fretboard like he
expertly negotiated treacherous peaks and snow-packed moun-
tain forests. “I had a job as a security guard job in Vancouver
where all [ had to do was stay awake overnight in a grocery
store. I could literally practice my whole shift.

“I knew after a couple of months that I had to be focused
and dedicated to it. So I spent as much time busking and jam-
ming and practicing as [ could. Then after six months, [ moved
back to Toronto. I knew it was what I wanted to do for rest of
my life to make a living,” he says, adding with a cackle of
laughter, “Maybe it will someday.”

Making a living playing mandolin shouldn't be much of a
problem for the talented young Canadian. His new progressive
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acoustic music group, the Creaking Tree String Quartet(CTSQ),
has earned raved reviews from major music magazines, includ-
ing Mandolin Magazine, for its live shows and two CDs.

With a unique blend of all-original material that creatively
merges bluegrass, jazz, Celtic and classic styles in a refreshing
new sound, CTSQ has earned a spot in major festivals in
Canada and the U.S. and was a featured performer on the Roots
& Branches stage at the 2004 International Bluegrass Music
Association Fan Fest in Louisville, Kentucky.

Asked whether he used mandolin instruction material, a
special teacher, CDs or other sources to learn the instrument,
Collins says he had some unique role models to help show him
the ropes.

“1 didn't even know who (John) Reischman was before [
started taking lessons from him,” Collins recalls with a sly






